How to lose friends and alienate people

Have you ever been offended at not being invited to a party which everyone else you know seems to have been to, and had a good time at?  Have you ever told a joke that no one found very amusing? Do people “switch off” when you’re talking to them? Making friends and influencing people is a gift that a select few seem to be born with, while for the rest of us it is a skill that needs to be practiced; and it can be learnt.  After all, everyone likes to be popular – we all like to be invited to parties and to be the center of attention, at least some of the time.  Although experts  have written books on how to make friends and influence people, for me, the first lessons I received in how to be sociable go back to when we were at primary school.  Though it was a long time ago, I remember some of the kids as if it were yesterday.

In our class, there was a boy no one liked.  It wasn’t because he was disgusting, like Billy Reilly, who chewed erasers and then spat out the pieces onto his desk.  Nor was he like Lorraine Smith, whose dad was the headmaster of the school and who always wanted to be popular with the teachers and so kept putting her hand up to answer questions (even when she had no idea what the answer was). No, Edgar’s problem was far more irritating: he tried too hard to be a “good guy”. He was so desperate to be liked by the rest of us that eventually even the most tolerant amongst us couldn’t stand him.  (We were only eleven at the time). The more he tried to be liked, the less we liked him.  The irony was that on the surface Edgar Price should have been the most popular kid in class.  He shared his sweets, he gave you the answers in tests and he gave great birthday parties.  He would even ask to carry your bag if it seemed stuffed with books.

1. Find words or phrases from the text which mean the same thing as:

a. insulted

b. funny
c. well-liked
d. someone who enjoys being around people
e. bothersome, annoying
2. According  to the writer, how do people make friends and influence people?



3. Why didn’t the other students like Billy Reilly and Lorraine Smith?



4. What was ironic about the fact that no one liked Edgar Price?



