New link found between humans and Mad Cow Disease

Mad Cow Disease is a deadly illness of the brain and it is the non-technical term term for BSE or Bovine Spongiform Encephalitis.  This is so difficult to say that journalists and even some doctors prefer the more vivid Mad Cow Disease.  It is believed to be caused when cows eat food made from the bones and organs of diseased animals, particularly sheep.  Cows are basically vegetarian and the policy of farmers in Britain of feeding them a cheap, meat-based diet seems to be responsible for Mad Cow Disease.

When the disease appeared in the 1990s, it caused a huge controversy, but it had first been discovered in cows in the late 1980s. Many people began to be afraid to eat beef because it was not known whether the disease could be caught by humans who ate meat from infected cows.  The disease in its human form is known as Creutzfeldt Jakob Disease or CJD, and it became familiar to the general public, not only in Britain but also in Europe, when several people were thought to have died from the disease after eating beef infected with BSE.  In 1996, several European governments banned the import of beef products from Britain.  This action caused outrage in Britain in the popular press and amongst government ministers, who continued to claim the link between Mad Cow Disease and CJD had not been scientifically proven.

1. Why is the term Mad Cow Disease used, instead of Bovine Spongiform Encephalitis ?



2. How are cows infected with the disease ?



3. Why did the action by several European governments banning the import of beef products from Britain cause outrage in Britain ?



4. Find words from the text which mean the same thing as :

a)word or expression with a specific meaning - _____________________________

b)a person or animal which never eats meat - ______________________________

c)a lot of discussion and arguments about something, often involving strong feelings of anger or disapproval - _______________________________________________

d)  prohibited, stopped - ________________________________________________

