A  BIG  PARTY

My parents wanted us to have a big party when we got married and I’m very glad we did.  It was important to me, making the commitment with all our friends and family there.  I kept my own name.  I always wanted to get married and have children, but I didn’t really see myself as an appendage.  I don’t want to be just Mrs Something.  But the children have Chris’s name; it just seemed to be the way to do it.

I wasn’t particularly interested in housework, but fortunately Chris didn’t expect an instant housewife.  We shared most of the chores, though I do most of them now because I’m the one at home.  I worked until Imogen was 18 months old, then gave up completely when I was expecting Oscar.   We decided bringing up children was an important job in itself.

I don’t suppose anybody else would read our marriage as perfect.  But after 13 years we’re still in love and we have a lot of mutual respect.  I don’t feel smug.  I expected marriage to be quite hard work and it has been.  It’s almost like a job.
Questions

1. Why did Amanda Russell choose to keep her own name?

2. Who does the housework now and why?

3. Why do you think she describes marriage as being “almost like a job”?

4. Find the words in the text which mean:

a.  promise, dedication

b.  duties around the house, homework

c.  raising

d.  proud + arrogant

