Hotel  Fire

In one hotel fire, for example, guests woken by the sound of breaking glass put it down to someone smashing bottles outside - an event that had occurred on other occasions; in another incident, residents in a block of flats, hearing cracking and popping noises, put it down to vandals at work, made sure their doors were locked, and went back to the television.

Similarly, the research has shown that fire alarms are usually interpreted as drills, tests or malfunctions - in the vast majority of cases quite correctly.  The assumption implicit in all fire regulations - that on hearing the alarm the occupants of a building will evacuate - bears little relation to people’s behaviour in practice.

In fact, faced with evidence of a possible fire nearly everyone seeks further information.  “There is a strong social stigma attached to getting it wrong,” says David Canter.  So people are reluctant to make fools of themselves by rushing out into the street or calling the fire brigade at what may be a false alarm.

Questions:

1. Why don’t guests in hotels get out immediately when there is a fire?



2. Do people react as expected by fire regulations? (What do they do ?) 



3. Explain in your own words what the writer means by “There is a social stigma attached to getting it wrong”?



4. Explain in English the meaning of the following words:

a.  put it down to

b.  smashing

c.  occurred

d.  implicit

e.  evacuate

